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Becoming the TDGR Public Relations Officer has been a great honour and very enjoyable,
thanks to you. I am stepping down now before my 76 Birthday in June and want to share a
few memories of the past ‘year’, focusing on significant events and strategies to illustrate my
idea for a ‘3 legged stool’ approach and help everyone understand Public Relations and how
we can improve in 3 vital areas:

1. Service ringing and retention of ringers (Internal PR)
2. Recruitment (External PR)
3. Ringing for special occasions (Traditional PR)

The Death of HRH, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh d. 9 April 2021 was a Special Occasion

I think it is fair to say Cornwall’s wonderful bells spoke for many people as they marked the
death and passing of the Duke of Edinburgh according to Royal and Church tradition. In
keeping with Prince Philip’s interests and thanks to Radio Cornwall and Spotlight, we had
several opportunities during that week to explain to the public how bells are cared for and
rung at Truro Cathedral and elsewhere. Thanks to the Ringing Master and Steeple Keeper for
their lively interviews and Eric Bannister for the bell recordings – Audiences and the Media
were fascinated by ‘what was going on behind the scenes’.

Sadly, there will be other occasions and CCCBR is preparing for ‘Operation London Bridge’ but
with The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next, everyone is making plans to ring on Friday 3rd June
from 19:52 to 20:22 to mark 70 years of the Queen’s reign.

When TDGR Rang an Alarm for the Climate Emergency on the Eve of COP26, this was a PR
risk, but it paid off in terms of public awareness and the opportunity for non-violent protest.
The Bishop of St Germans, the Rt. Rev. Hugh Nelson, had this to say;

"I would be delighted if church bells were to be rung across the Diocese to mark the
beginning of COP26. COP26 is a critical moment for the whole of creation, with decisions to
be made that will affect whether people and nature have a chance of avoiding the worst
effects of climate change, decisions that will have the greatest impact on the poorest and
most vulnerable communities around the world.”

Background

Ringing during the Pandemic was minimal and ‘Lockdown’ a story of mundane adherence,
but TDGR’s popular ZOOM talks plus an invitation to Roger Sullivan’s 80th Birthday Party (on
ZOOM) gave Members reason to hope as a PR opportunity in a million appeared on the
horizon

In January 2021, the Government announced the G7 Conference would take place in Carbis
Bay in June and ‘Global Warming’ was on the Agenda. Many of Cornwall's Towers were still



not ringing but controversy over the G7 was averted when TDGR President Sam approved a
‘Bong for Roger Initiative, or the Climate - or Both!’ Thanks to Martin, the Admin Team and
modern technology, the public were able to hear St Anta’s (10) on their laptops,
Smartphones and tablets. PRO Jane and Sec. Hayley were interviewed on BBC Radio
Cornwall and Roger became a local celebrity with a wave from President Biden in his Limo.
From a PR perspective, TDGR was back in the news!

What happened next?

When a national campaign was launched by a private individual, to get church bells ringing
a ‘Climate Warning’ on the eve of COP26 in Glasgow, November 2021, CCCBR’s refusal to
endorse the event caused a lot more angst. Some TCs were concerned that ringing for COP
might be disrespectful of CCCBR's ‘non-Political’ policy and felt caught 'between a rock and a
hard place', but the request for ringing came from the Truro Diocesan Office, so we put it on
our website.

Members saw the CCCBR statement, and started to worry, feeling it was not for them to
'please themselves’, but Bishop Hugh was encouraging. On Sunday 3rd October 2021 he
took the Diocesan Creation Care service at St Martin’s Liskeard and Jane, TDGR PRO, asked
him about ringing for COP 26 . This is his written reply to our Secretary,

“I would welcome church bells ringing to welcome the wider group of countries and groups
who will be at COP26, as well as ringing our alarm at the emergency before us.”

From that moment, the TDGR PRO went ‘underground’ to help Campaign organizer Edward
Gildea navigate ringing networks both in the UK and overseas. His campaign was a success
and the CCCBR PR Officer softened her position, admitting Cornwall had its own way of
doing things and she liked to be challenged! PR is a challenging job but it’s also rewarding.

Progress in difficult times – TDGR takes over the Ringing World and EVERYONE’s doing PR !
Congratulations to Hayley and her Team for a brilliant result.

As Pandemic restrictions began to ease, three overriding requirements for ringing remained;
1. Local church wardens and clergy must have agreed ringing could take place
2. Ringing in C of E and Church in Wales churches was on the condition that it was in
accordance with the most recent guidance at <https://cccbr.org.uk/coronavirus/ and
3. Tower must be well ventilated and must be inspected and risk assessed if the bells
haven’t rung for a considerable time

This made our ‘good intentions’ difficult to carry out but the Covid vaccination programme
brought reassurance while organisations like ‘Recovery Champions’ ART, CCCBR, Ringing
Room and others were there to help – they still are …

Now TDGR’s Anniversary plans are in hand and a new TDGR Youth Officer is in post, it’s
time to put away the 3 legged stool and give the next PR Officer a four-legged chair! We are
ringing at the Royal Cornwall Show so ‘Communications’ / keeping everyone informed could
be the next BIG challenge – Internally and Externally and with Special Occasions we don’t
yet know about, EVERYONE is doing Public Relations and there’s so much to shout out!
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